
                 December 2010 

THE NEXT MEETING IS DECEMBER 1ST 

AT APBA HEADQUARTERS IN EASTPOINTE!!!AT APBA HEADQUARTERS IN EASTPOINTE!!!AT APBA HEADQUARTERS IN EASTPOINTE!!!AT APBA HEADQUARTERS IN EASTPOINTE!!!    

Pot Luck Social at 6:30 p.m., Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Please bring a dish to pass - it will be a pot luck type of get together.  Pop donated by Mark & Lori 
Weber, BYOB if you wish.  See the Gold Cup and other historical trophies on display at the APBA. 
 

The APBA Offices are at 17640 E. Nine Mile Road, Eastpointe MI, 48021  …  on the South side of 
Nine Mile between I-94 and Gratiot (West of Kelly).  We may be using the West entrance (DRRA). 

The 2010 Marine Prop Riders Award Winners  
High Point Awards:      Honor Awards: 
Overall MPR High Points - Jim Sechler    Marine Prop Rider of the Year - Paul Poledink 
Grand Prix - Mario Maraldo     Rookie of the Year - Chris Ritz 
GNH - Jimmy Deel      Hard Luck Award - Chris Ritz 
5 Liter - Tom English      Doc Terry Award - Patrick Sankuer Jr. 
2.5 Liter Modified - Royce Richards & George English  Vintage Award - Paul Poledink 
2.5 Liter Stock - Christina Wilson     Unsung Hero / Grant Ward Award - Sam Anspach 
1 Liter Modified - Jim Sechler 

A Quick Note from the President …    
Hello All!  As you can see, the newsletter is pretty full, so not much room for a full President’s Report.  You can hear a full update if you make it to 
the meeting though!!  A great time had by all at the banquet a couple of weeks ago and we signed up a few new members too!  Thanks to all that 
attended, hope you had a good time! 
We have been busy at work on our initiatives for 2011.  Thanks to Mark Weber, the Roostertails restaurant has graciously donated their GP-151 
Crush display boat for us to use as our new, official MPR display boat.  Jim and Christina Wilson have donated a trailer as well.  Thanks to the 
Grigg family, Kevin Lacey, his friend Dave, and Bob Wilson, the boat & trailer are already at the Grigg’s shop.  Now, we can figure out what else is 
needed, the projected costs and a timeline.  Great progress for just a few weeks of work!!  We’ll have pictures of our progress to show you at the 
meeting!  We are also already working on solidifying our spaces at Autorama and the boat shows.  I have business card layouts & costs to review.  
And, a Facebook suggestion by Kevin Lacey has prompted me to have MPR merchandise for us to talk about too!!   We will be discussing meeting 
locations for 2011 as well.  Finally, I am looking for a couple volunteers to work on the Awards Committee and the Bylaws Committee—I have a 
couple people but need a couple more.   Please let me know if you are interested!   Whew!  So many exciting things to talk about!                     
Hope to see you at the meeting!                                                                                                                           Best regards, Mary Anne 



Marine Prop Riders – General Meeting – November 3rd 2010 – Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting at Crash Landing called to order at 7:30PM by Mary Anne Wilson. 
President’s Report – Handout detailing meeting agenda and goals and/or objectives for the year; 
1) Focus on Publicity and Promotion, 2) Increase membership numbers, 3) Special Events, 4) Business Affairs 
Minutes – Mark Weber made a motion to amend the October Meeting minutes to incorporate that the club would pay 
for the upkeep and annual “keeper” trophy with club funds. Racer Bob seconded the motion. Motion passed. Motion to 
accept the amended (verbal) October meeting minutes by Mark Weber seconded by Jennifer Grigg. Stands as verbally 
amended. 
Treasurers Report – Mario Maraldo; October expenses of $20.00 to the State of Michigan (NPO), $165.00 for club 
membership to the APBA, $132.53 for the newsletter, with a deposit of $546.00 for a balance of $11,791.72. Motion 
to accept by Brian Reed seconded by Red Mathis. Stands as read. 
Membership Report – Jennifer; 30 as Nov. 1. Discussed multiple ideas to retain and/or recruit members. Creating 
database. Was told that one already exists; can be tweaked as needed.  
Publicity/Website – Brian; thanks to Mary Anne and crew for helping. Need new stuff for the newsletter. Needs MPR 
history documented; was told to talk to Fred, Royce and Sandy. 
Entertainment – Ray; show and tell.  
 
Race Reports 
Walled Lake – Jim; no news, on schedule, good to go. 
Gold Cup – Mark; concentrating on the marketing plan and working with the city on the date. 
Quake – Mary Anne; Inboard Nationals. Almost done; selecting officials and looking for sponsors. 
Celina – No news. 
 
APBA/IRC/R6 – Mark said the APBA Convention to be held in Dearborn is on schedule. The Board of Directors is 
and will be talking about “where we are going” and “what we are doing”. He said they are looking down the road and 
if this downward trend continues, our sport will be affected. There are no easy answers. Jim mentioned the transition 
of new members, a pile of proposed rule changes, and that the by-law change was voted down until the spring meeting. 
The new piston for the 2.5 stock class was approved. Paul talked about the Vintage discussion concerning 2 seat hy-
dros and kill switches. 
Old Business – Ray had a card for everyone to sign for Mike Horvath’s girlfriend. The banquet is next Saturday, No-
vember 13th at the Concord Inn. Bring a basket and get twenty (20) raffle tickets. Vegetarians need to notify Mario 
early if special requests are desired.     
New Business – Discussion about MPR static display boat. Eli has an old T-boat he will donate. We need a plan, with 
details, and possibly a committee to oversee the project. There was a point made that storage of a display boat becomes 
an issue. There was a suggestion of using a newer style boat to attract the younger crowd. Also need parts to make it 
look like there is a working engine in the boat and/or an extra engine for display. Discussion followed concerning Pub-
licity and Promotion. A turn-key package for display purposes is needed so that any MPR member could take every-
thing needed to promote the club to whatever venue. And as always, we need more volunteers to help. Mary Anne an-
nounced that our December meeting will be held at the APBA headquarters with a pot luck dinner. 6:30 social time. 
Mark mentioned the possibility of having our July meeting at Sindbad’s with a chance at getting a tug boat ride around 
the Gold Cup course. Mary Anne said that the criteria for the awarding of our club trophies are vague and she would 
like to formalize the process and have a detailed plan. Paul talked about a letter he put together trying to explain what 
one gets for being a member of the Prop Riders. He would like to come up with a final copy to be used when we dis-
play at different events so people will have talking points when trying to attract new members. Mary Anne said the by-
laws need to be reviewed and updated. Mark suggested that the club perform an audit of the clubs books since we have 
new Board members and that it is just “good business”. Mario mentioned that dinner costs are usually covered for the 
auditors by the club. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:50 PM by Ray Dong seconded by Mark Weber. 
Submitted by: Tony Kallio 



Some Thoughts . . . on the MPR Prop Rider of the Year Award 
 

It might seem like an expression of false modesty, but in truth I was really surprised by my being named the 
Marine Prop Rider of the Year at the 2010 Awards Banquet at the Concorde Inn.  I think my surprise was 
due primarily to the fact that I don’t remember doing any hard work or making any sacrifices this past year 
to really merit this award.  As a matter of fact, I honestly think I got more out of my participation in MPR 
activities than I gave. 
 
What did I get?  Advice, friendship, advice, camaraderie, advice, places to go on Wednesday nights and 
summer weekends, advice, food, and most of all, the joy of seeing others made happy by what the club was 
involved with and promoting.  Did I mention all the advice I got?  Back when I was a kid, like Ray Dong 
always says about his early years, I was drawn to the Detroit River by the east side sounds of the unlimited 
hydroplanes testing their equipment during the week before the Gold Cup races.  I never thought I would get 
beyond my years of performance power boating (runabouts and flat bottoms) into the field of hydroplane 
racing itself.  Acquiring White Lightning from Tony Kallio opened the door to MPR, and my activities for 
the past two years.   
 
My participation was also prompted by a very selfish reason.  Many civic organizations, clubs, and recrea-
tional activities, including the MPR and boat racing in general, have been hurt by changes in the economic 
and cultural developments in our community and country. I would hate to see the sport decline any further 
and would hope that whatever I have done and plan to do would help to sustain the sport in a small way dur-
ing these times of change.  Selfishly, then, I want the sport to be there to enjoy for the next several years. 
 
I thank the awards committee for the award.  It is appreciated.  Everyone likes to be thanked and recognized 
for the effort they expend.  For me, though, the award was like frosting on a cake: visible, impressive, and 
tasty.  The cake itself, the fun I had this past year, was just as satisfying, if not more so. 
 
P.S.  This is the nice, formal  thank you speech I would have given at the Banquet if I had known I was go-
ing to receive the award. 
 
Paul Poledink 

The MPR Display Boat Project 
 
This is the boat we’re looking at using for a display 
boat to be used to promote the club at events like 
Autorama, boat shows, parades, races, etc. 
 

A trailer has also been secured and we’re looking for 
a good place to work on both.  For the trailer we 
want to add a tilt function, make it easy to climb up 
and into the cockpit, and add storage space for dis-
play equipment, brochures, etc. 
 

Currently we’re looking for some shop space to get 
going on trailer welding and hull fix ups - if you 
have space or an idea please let us know. 
 

We’ll prepare a list of things we need… mockup 
hardware, seat belts, steering wheel, helmet, and 
storage units are the first things to come to mind. 



MPR Awards 2010 
Photos by Judy Roberts 

Many presented by MPR President Mary Anne Wilson: 
Jim Sechler in 1L Mod,  Christina Wilson in 2.5L Stock,  
Royce Richards and George English (not pictured) in 2.5L Mod, 
Tom English in 5L,   
James Deel in GNH,  Mario Maraldo (with wife Kathy) in GP 



Jim Sechler 
- Overall High Points 
 

Chris Ritz 
- Rookie of the Year 
- Hard Luck Award 
 

Paul Poledink 
- MPR of the Year 
- Vintage Award 
 

Patrick Sankuer Jr. 
- Doc Terry Award 
(accepted by brother 
Jeff from Red Mathis) 
 

Sam Anspach 
- 2010 Unsung Hero 
(from Bob Dabrowski) 
  

Bob Smith  
- 2009 Unsung Hero 



Event Schedule - 2011 
 

 Race dates and upcoming events (** for MACH series events): 
 

 Detroit MI - APBA Annual Meeting   January 26 - 29, 2011 

 Region 6 Spring meeting     February 2011 

 Dayton OH - Testing and Driving School  May 2011 

 Walled Lake MI - Walled Lake Thunder  June 11 & 12, 2011** 

 Detroit MI - APBA Gold Cup    June or July 2011 

 Waterford MI - “Quake” - Inboard Nationals  July 16 & 17, 2011** 

 Cambridge MD       July 2011 

 Hampton VA       August 2011 

 Celina OH - Ohio Governor’s Cup   August 27 & 28, 2011** 

 Shelby Twp MI - “Streak” - Stony Creek  September 2011** 

 Hillsboro OH - Rocky Fork State Park   September 17 & 18, 2011 ** 

 Alum Creek OH -       September 2011 (**?) 



2011 

Marine Prop Riders 
Membership Application 

c/o Mario Maraldo 
25999 Ballard 

Harrison Township, MI  48045 
 

Only one active driver per family membership! List all, indicate driver. 
 

Name(s): _________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: _____________________________________ Phone: ____________ 
 

City: ______________________ State: ____________________ Zip: _______ 
 

Occupation: _____________________________ Work Phone: ____________ 
 

Email Address: __________________________ Fax: ____________________ 
 

Affiliations:  Owner / Driver / Mech. / Official / Media / Other _____________ 
 

Boat:  Class _________ Boat Name and # _____________________________ 
 

What can you or your crew do to help at races? 

__________________________________________________________ 

Check here if this is a correction or address change. _________  

$20.00 
Active Club Racing 

Membership 

$30.00 
Family  

Membership 

248-798-3188 
586-727-4069 
248-506-0994 
586-468-3204 
586-751-3247 
586-727-4069 
 
248-486-6986 
586-940-9869 

Mary Anne Wilson 
John Grigg  
Tony Kallio   
Mario Maraldo 
Brian Reed 
Jennifer Grigg 
Ray Dong 
Paul Poledink 
Eli Whitney 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Publicity 
Membership 
Entertainment 
Member at Large 
Member at Large 



25999 Ballard 
Harrison Township 
MI  48045 


