December 2008 / January 2009

Happy New Year to everyone - from the Prop Riders!
We hope that your Holidays were great and that the New Year will prove to be the
best yet for everyone.

Mario Maraldo sent in some Banquet info and by-law reminders with a proposed change:
The 2008 Marine Prop Riders Awards Banquet was held at Villa Penna in Sterling Heights, Michigan. The death
of my daughter-in-law prevented my being able to attend this year. This was the first awards banquet that I have
missed in more than thirty years.
I want to thank Steve and Linda Mahac for taking over the ticket sales at the door and to Greg Walczak and Stefanie Nettke for the help with the table center pieces as well as all that they did during the banquet itself. I am
glad that Ray Dong was able to fill in for our usual MCs who were out of town for their day jobs. I am sure that I
am missing someone who also helped and if so I thank you as well.
I am thankful for all who attended and hopefully had a good time. At this time it looks as though we will be doing something different for the 2009 annual awards both in the date and also the location that we will be at.
The smallest crowd in attendance in my memory combined with a price increase for 2009 is causing a serious
problem with staying at our current location and alternatives are being looked at for another location to hold our
awards presentations and a date change as well.
Reminder: Article Six of the Marine Prop Riders By-laws Section one reads as follows:
Club high points will be scored on a national point basis. However, in order to qualify for an award, you must
attend five (5) races in Region Six or three (3) Marine prop Riders meetings during a race calendar year.
Reminder: Section two reads as follows:
Any points accumulated before the date a member joins the Marine Prop Riders will not be recognized for a Marine Prop Riders award.
Reminder: Section three reads as follows:
To receive the annual high point award, a five hundred (500) point minimum is to be acquired.
I will be asking for a by-law change at the January 2009 meeting that the minimum number of Marine Prop
Rider meetings attendance part of section one be changed to six (6) meetings from the current three (3) meetings. Please come to the meeting in February when this will be discussed and voted on.

DECEMBER 2008 MPR MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
What we discussed:
Newsletter will be published 10 times annually, with November/December and January/February as single
issues, with all other issues monthly; cost and effort savings!
Quake race report – final amount donated to Rainbow Connection is $32,000; 2009 brings the APBA Inboard Eastern Divisionals to Waterford July 17, 18, and 19!
Dayton testing is tentatively planned for late May, 2009.
APBA National news: new treasurer Laurie Allen takes over from Bruce Broussard, as he has stepped back
(not retired, he is still around!) from this job after years of exemplary service to APBA. Annual meeting is in
Raleigh, North Carolina January 21-24, 2009; details on APBA website. Usual business and rule discussions
are on the docket, plus awards banquets which will again spotlight several MPR members!
IRC – 2009 Inboard UIM World’s Championships will be held October, 2009 in Morgan City, Louisiana.
Region 6 – Spring meeting is February 21-22 at the Holiday Inn-French Quarter in Perrysburg, Ohio; awards
banquet on Saturday evening honors Region 6 and MACH Series competitors. Lively discussions at the Inboard meeting on Sunday morning are anticipated!
MPR Awards Banquet – while the 2008 banquet was an artistic success, a team of members is examining
proposals involving venue, date, return to Saturday night, and lower costs, all intended to boost participation.
Excellent suggestions brought out in discussions.
Race Date Flyers – MPR membership authorized Mary Anne Wilson to obtain printed flyers (20,000 of
them) promoting the local inboard races (Walled Lake, Waterford, and Stony Creek), and the Gold Cup in
2009.
What’s coming up at the January 7, 2009 meeting at Crash Landing (7:30 pm start time, in December we
started at 7:31 pm, November was 7:45 pm, we are getting closer to the 7:30 pm schedule!):
Stony Creek race report details – Carolyn and Ken Brode
Banquet planning progress
Flyers
No doubt, more!
December 2008 meeting minutes will be available in printed form at the January, 2009 meeting.
eli

NEXT MEETING IS JANUARY 7th!
— The next Marine Prop Rider meeting is January 7th 7:30 PM —
— Crash Landing, on Dequindre between 11 Mile and I-696 in Warren —
Take I-696 to Dequindre, then go North on Dequindre a short distance
From the North or South: I-75 to 696 East to Dequindre, then left/North on Dequindre a short distance

Crash Landing — 26620 Dequindre Road — Warren, MI 48091 — 586.751.4444

SEND IN YOUR TEAM INFO!
We want to update our web site with current information about the
teams, so please send in your info with a photo! Visit our Teams
page at http://www.marinepropriders.com/teams for samples of the
info we’re looking for. Send your info to:
moreinfo@marinepropriders.com

Upcoming Events Schedule
Raleigh NC - APBA Annual Meeting
Perrysburg OH - Spring meeting - Region 6
Dayton Testing
Walled Lake
Detroit - APBA Gold Cup
Waterford - Quake On The Lake (Easterns!)
Celina OH
Shelby Township - Streak On The Creek
Perrysburg OH - Fall meeting - Region 6

January 21 - 24, 2009
February 21 & 22, 2009
Late May (30 & 31?)
June 13 & 14, 2009
July 10, 11 & 12, 2009
July 17, 18 & 19, 2009
August 22 & 23, 2009
Sept 19 & 20, 2009
Oct 24 & 25, 2009

MPR NEWS AND NOTES
GOODFELLOWS NEWSPAPER SALES:
There was an announcement at this years Marine Prop Riders Awards Banquet that the Waterford Lions
Club were participating along with other Oakland County charities and fire departments in the sale of Goodfellow newspapers the following day from 8:00 AM till 2:30 PM at the corners of Hatchery and Airport
Roads. "Racer Bob" Dabrowski asked for volunteers to help with this worthwhile cause. It would entail
standing both in the middle of the street and at the curb side soliciting donations for impoverished children
in the community so that they would not be forgotten at Christmas. This is an old Detroit tradition when
newsboys actually stood on street corners and donated an entire days proceeds from selling newspapers so
that there would be "No child without a Christmas".
I would like to report that there was a very good response to our call for help in the way of donations from
the people who attended the awards banquet. I do not have a list of everyone that contributed but special
mention should be given to the following: Joe Tate, Bill Rands and Royce Richards. It was kind of fun
when one of these individuals wanted to be the high donor and pulled out a generous single bill denomination only to be told that that would not make him the high donor, True to his word he dug a little deeper into
his wallet and became the "Top Gun" of the group. To these and all the others that made a contribution at
the banquet, the Waterford Lions Club is grateful. The banquet total was $283.00.
The reason that it is important for the Prop Riders to be associated with this event is that the majority of the
Waterford Lions Club members help with the running of the "Quake on the Lake" race weekend so that we
can be in the pits attending to racing matters and they are out directing traffic in the parking areas or manning the beer tents, or tending to some of those less desirable jobs that go along with putting on a successful
event the weekend that we are out at the park.
In conclusion, I would like to thank Stefanie Nettke and Greg Walczak for coming out the following morning of our banquet to stand and face the unpleasant elements that the weather provided to sell newspapers.
Stefanie, is there anything regarding the Prop Riders that you don't volunteer for? The Lions Club was able
to generate over $1,300.00 for the six hours that we were at the corner. There is a certain feeling that you
experience when you donate your time to work in behalf of a worthwhile cause such as this one. I look for
more Prop Riders to help in future projects such as this as a way of thanking those that help us have a good
time.
"Racer Bob"

On the National Scene - from Mario Maraldo
As one of your Region Six Inboard Commissioners I am asking if any APBA members have opinions on the
current rule change proposals that will be presented at the National Meeting in January 2009 in Raleigh,
North Carolina please contact me or any of the two other Region Six Inboard Commissioners. Jim Sechler
and Rich Evans are the other two commissioners from our region and we all want and need your input and
opinions on the rule change proposals. We represent you at this important annual event. This is your organization and your input is important. The rule change proposals are on the Inboard Powerboat Circuit web site
in the Bulletins and Forms Section under the Rule Changes tab. There are more than thirty proposals listed.
Some of them will/may affect you if approved so let us know what you think.

MPR BANQUET REPORT
2008 Marine Prop Riders Awards Banquet – November 7, 2008
The Marine Prop Riders 2008 awards banquet, held Friday evening, November 7, at Penna’s of Clinton Township, Michigan, found 70 members, guests, racers, and kids applauding champions of the most recent
race season. Kathy and Mario Maraldo arranged a very special evening (as always), with members including
Linda and Steve Mahac, Kathy and Royce Richards, Stephanie Nettke, and Greg Walczack pitching in with
special assistance to get everything set up.
Penna’s special prime rib, fun, trophies, and bench racing dominated the evening, with at least ten
goodie bags raffled off, along with a pair of special U. S. Navy Challenge Coins donated by Bill Rands. Special guests Steve Linn, wife Kendra and the two Linn girls were a highlight, as Steve not only addressed the
crowd but also demonstrated his recovery from the terrible wreck this summer at Quake IX, walking around
without crutches or other assistance. Gotta give the Linn’s a huge “ATTAGUYS” for dealing with this misfortune so well.
Ray Dong, emcee for the evening, introduced representatives from the three local inboard races: Quake
on the Lake’s Bob Dabrowski, Stony Creek’s Ken and Carolyn Brode, and Walled Lake’s Todd McQuade;
also introduced was Bill Rands of the DRRA / APBA Gold Cup, who gave a short address and thank you to
the Prop Riders for the club members who volunteer for the Gold Cup each year.
Award winners:
Class high points:
1.5L Stock ‘T’ class – Alexis Weber “Flirtin’ with Disaster”;
1.0L Modified ‘Y’ class – Jim Sechler “ Fast Eddie”;
2.5L Stock ‘S’ class – Tina Wilson “Hot Flash”;
2.5L Modified ‘A’ class – George English and Royce Richards “Fat Chance”;
5.0L Stock ‘E’ class – Tom English and Royce Richards “ Fat Chance”;
National Modified ‘NM’ class – Ken Bowyer “Illusion”;
Grand National Hydro (7 Litres) ‘GNH’ class – Cal Phipps “Too Hot”;
Jersey Speed Skiff ‘JSS’ class – Donna and Dennis Macy “the Menace".
Overall hi-points: Jim Sechler “Fast Eddie” Y-1
MPR Rookie of the Year – Shannon Black A-41; honorable mention Terry Amanti
Vintage – Joe Shulte “True North”
Doc Terry – Bill Rands
Hard Luck – Cadi Reiss for GNH-515 “One Way” being “treed” by a hurricane in Ohio (of all places)
Prop Rider of the Year – Eric Pomber (the elder one)

Steve and Kendra Linn and Family

Shannon Black
MPR Rookie of the Year

Tom English (l) and Royce Richards (r)
accept the 2.5L Mod High Points trophy

Alexis Weber accepts the 1.5L
High Points trophy from Eli
Eli Whitney and Cadi Riess accept the
Hard Luck trophy from Eric Pomber Sr.

Eli presents the 1.0L Modified
trophy to Jim Sechler

The Doc Terry award goes
to Bill Rands

Prop Rider Of The Year award
goes to Eric Pomber Sr.

Eli presents an award
to Kathy Richards

The NM trophy to Tony Black
(center) and Ken Bowyer (r)

Steve and Mike Weber present
the Vintage award to Joe Shulte

Letter from Steve Linn
Steve spoke at the banquet reading from his letter, and asked to get the message to those not able to attend.

The Hard Luck Trophy only briefly crossed my mind, but I quickly realized that I was actually very lucky to still be
here let alone only having suffered 2 broken legs. I am expected to make a full recovery and so far that recovery is
going well. So instead of Hard Luck I think of good luck. The person who has been unlucky through all of this is my
brother Randy. While I am suppose to make a full recovery the boat may require more surgery than it’s worth. He
has let me know that this is the second boat of his that I have destroyed. I felt that we were on track to make quite an
impression this year. After 23 years of developing the Alfa ourselves we finally had some manufacturer support from
both GM and Roush Racing with the Ecotec engine. After just 2 races that has gone by the wayside with this accident.
So I don’t feel bad for me, I feel bad for my brother Randy. I think once he realized I was going to be ok it hit him
pretty hard when there was no boat in his garage. Not many people know him but he thinks about racing 24 hours a
day. He is always looking for ways to be better.
I have learned a lot from this accident. At the top of the list is the kindness and generosity of the people I race with.
Because of the class I race in and mostly because of who I am I don’t spend a lot of time chatting at the races with
very many people. I know who most of the people are but I don’t talk to very many of them and I’d guess that half the
people I do talk to I make pretty mad at me - huh Bob?
So I was shocked and very grateful at the kindness I received after the accident. Racer Bob visited me almost every
other day at the hospital. Raymond came with Dunkin Donut milkshakes quite a few times. So many people came
and saw me at the hospital and I had so many well wishers through emails and cards. This club and the Unlimiteds
Detroit club were so very generous as well as the Chain O’Lakes Boat Club and the Tate Family, the Ortrowski Family, the Sechler Family and so many others.
The toughest thing that my family and I are facing right now is not recovering from the accident but finding employment in Michigan right now. As many of you know and others may not know, when I tried to report back to work I
was put on permanent layoff. I don’t believe it had anything to do with the accident at all but it was simply a business
decision. It was just poor timing but when is there really a good time. It has made recovery and life a bit more stressful for us but we have a deep faith that God will not put us through more than we can handle and that there are so
many more families that are far worse off than we are. After all - my family is a lot larger than I ever knew because I
realize that all of you are a part of our extended family. So many people have reached out to us and we are very
thankful and inspired by the kindness and generosity, it has strengthened our faith even more.
I need to thank the woman behind the Linn Family blog. My wife Kendra has been so supportive and so wonderful I
will never be able to show her how much I appreciate her. I know all of this has been very difficult for her. From the
accident to me being laid off and her becoming the sole income for our family I know the stress has been immense.
Yet she continues to be a strong, supportive and loving wife, friend and mother. Kendra, between you and me - I owe
you and love you very much. I never encouraged Kendra to go to the races with me because of what could happen and
because I always considered each race weekend as a mission where I needed to be focused and prepared for the competition ahead. She came to the local events anyway to show her support for me and to show our children what daddy
was doing all of the nights and weekends away. Thankfully she was at Pontiac Lake on Saturday and not Sunday
when things went so wrong. The reason I am telling you all of this is to explain why many of you may not know her
and also our shock and amazement at the generosity of this club and all of those people in the boat racing community
who have been so kind to us. I think this experience has increased our awareness and appreciation of what I have been
involved in for all of these years.
Thank you everyone,
Regards,
Steve Linn
A63 - Linn Racing

5 litre 95% ready for vintage only roll cage removal and
paint back to the way it ran as Plumbers Friend needed.
Boat, 305 by Rich Willim and hydraulic single axle
trailer $8500.00. Boat can also run on today's inboard
powerboat circuit. I am acting as an agent only for its
owner. Contact via email lastlap@hotmail.com or
phone 734-778-1879
E-55 “My Way” - 2003 Henderson hull. This is a very
clean, fast boat. Turn Key Package! Boat, motor (just
off the dyno), one shaft, and one propeller. Asking Price
~ $35,000.00. Many extra spare parts and propellers are
also available. Serious inquiries only! Please call Steve
Weber at (248) 841-3793, or email him at
sweber110@aol.com.
Tow Vehicle, 1987 Ford E-350 Diesel ambulance, tons
of storage areas and bins, room for crew, spare engines
etc… all set for towing w/electric brake controls, etc..
racers price $3,500.00. Call Rick (586) 979-8397, or
(586) 242-6520, Must Sell ASAP.

New listing: 2.5L Stock - perhaps for the Vintage
class. Once known as S-32 Bad Habit, more recently
known as the S-93 Hot Shot. Selling Hull & Trailer.
Run as T, Y, S, & Vintage (with capsule/cowling
change). Very reasonable price! For more info &
pics visit www.ChromeBlvd.net or contact
Tom Bergman 812-401-6370
hotshotdel@hotmail.com
New listing: Mid-1980s composite/wood 5 liter
Jones cab-over hydroplane (was Carl Wilson's Bandit). Includes Boat, Tilt Trailer, extra set of aluminum rims with tires, all hardware, prop, shaft, engine
plates and headers. Great project for the winter!
$4,000.00 FIRM Contact: Patrick Sankuer Jr. 586725-4870 or patrick@sankuercompositetech.com
Wanted: USED MOTOR OIL: Steve Mahac needs
CLEAN used motor oil for his waste oil furnace.
Please contact Steve at (810) 326-4565, or (586)
754-2323 or email at Keyunfrm@flash.net

2009
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Publicity
Membership
Entertainment
Member at Large
Member at Large
Member at Large

$20.00
Active Club Racing
Membership

Eli Whitney
Eric Pomber
Tony Kallio
Mario Maraldo
Brian Reed
Stefanie Nettke
Ray Dong
Jeff Sankuer
Maryanne Wilson
Bill Miller

Marine Prop Riders
Membership Application
c/o Mario Maraldo
25999 Ballard
Harrison Township, MI 48045

586-940-9869
586-914-4464
248-506-0994
586-468-3204
586-751-3247
586-242-3309
810-278-2681
248-330-4420
586-773-5015

$30.00
Family
Membership

Only one active driver per family membership! List all, indicate driver.
Name(s): _________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________ Phone: ____________
City: ______________________ State: ____________________ Zip: _______
Occupation: _____________________________ Work Phone: ____________
Email Address: __________________________ Fax: ____________________
Affiliations: Owner / Driver / Mech. / Official / Media / Other _____________
Boat: Class _________ Boat Name and # _____________________________
What can you or your crew do to help at races?
__________________________________________________________
Check here if this is a correction or address change. _________

Return address:
19137 Woodmont
Harper Woods, MI 48225

